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SOCIAL POLICIES IN SMALL STATES SERIES

The country case studies and thematic papers in this series 
examine social policy issues facing small states and their 
implications for economic development. They show how, despite 
their inherent vulnerability, some small states have been successful 
in improving their social indicators because of the complementary 
social and economic policies they have implemented.

CASE STUDY – MALTA

Malta is a high-income developed small state, with an impressive 
level of economic growth and a multitude of social services, 
which have helped to provide free health and education to all 
its citizens and benefits to low-income earners. However, various 
national and global factors are now threatening the sustainability 
of this extensive social security model. This paper examines 
the economic, political and social development of the island, 
particularly since independence, highlighting the successes 
and failures of the social development strategies adopted and 
suggesting how these lessons can inform future policy decisions.

Social Policies in 
Malta  
Social Policies in Small States Series No 3

Rose Marie Azzopardi

Author
Dr Rose Marie Azzopardi DP BA MA (University 

of Sussex) DPhil (University of Sussex) lectures 
on International Economics at the Faculty of 
Economics, Management and Accountancy at 
the University of Malta. Before taking up an 
academic career she worked for 19 years for the 
Maltese government in various departments 
and ministries. Her research interests focus on 
socio-economic issues, small states, regional 
integration and European affairs. She has expe-
rience in several international research projects, 
with a particular focus on policy implications 
for small economies in the European Union. Dr 
Azzopardi is a member of the Advisory Board of 
the International Small Islands Studies Associa-
tion (ISISA).

Contents
Foreword
Abbreviations
1. Introduction
2. The Political and Economic Environment Pre- and Post-Independence
3. The Social Environment 
4. Social Policies 
5. Crisis-coping Strategies 
6. Thematic Considerations in Malta’s Development Strategies 
7. Policy Implications 
8. Conclusion 
References 

www.thecommonwealth.org/publications


Order form
Please send me

  copies of Social Policies in Malta £15.00 (+p&p), ISBN: 978-1-84929-024-1

  copies of Defining and Measuring Social Cohesion £10.00 (+p&p), ISBN: 978-1-84929-023-4

  copies of Social Policies in Grenada £15.00 (+p&p), ISBN: 978-1-84929-025-8

  copies of Small States, Volume 14 £25.00 (+p&p), ISBN: 978-1-84929-016-6

Name 

Job Title 

Organisation 

Address 

Country  Telephone  Fax 

Email   Date 

								        All prices subject to change without notice

Post & packing: UK: £4.95 first book, plus 50p each additional (max £15.95).

EU: £6.95 first book, plus £2.95 each additional, for up to 20 items. 

Rest of world: £8.95 first book, £3.95 each additional, for up to 20 items. 

For orders of more than 20 items please contact us and we will quote you a shipping charge based on the weight of the books ordered.

I enclose my sterling cheque, payable to BEBC Distribution or

Please charge my Visa/Mastercard (delete as applicable)

Card number     /     /     /      Expiry date   /    

        Signature 

        Please tick if you do NOT want to join the Commonwealth Secretariat mailing list.

browse and buy at...
www.thecommonwealth.org/publications    

 C
O

M
M

O
N

W
EA

LT
H

 S
EC

R
ET

AR
IA

T 
B

O
O

K
 I

N
FO

R
M

AT
IO

N

send to
Publications Section, Commonwealth Secretariat, Marlborough House, Pall Mall, 
London SW1Y 5HX, UK
Telephone +44 (0)20 7747 6534 Fax +44 (0)20 7839 9081 Email publications@commonwealth.int

Defining and 
Measuring Social 
Cohesion 
Social Policies in Small 
States Series, No 1
By Jane Jenson

Also of interest...
Small States: 
Economic Review 
and Basic Statistics, 
Volume 14 
Commonwealth 
Secretariat

October 2010; 34pp; £10.00; 
ISBN 978-1-84929-023-4 

September 2010; 186pp; £25.00; 
ISBN 978-1-84929-016-6

Social Policies in 
Grenada 
Social Policies in 
Small States Series, 
No 2
By Patsy Lewis 

November 2010; 58pp; £15.00; 
ISBN 978-1-84929-025-8

www.thecommonwealth.org/publications

